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BUYING  BLANKETS 

"This  year,  "blankets,  like  many  another  household  item,  are  reflecting 
the  international  uncertainty,"  says   


(Name)  (Title)  (Place) 

"Wool,  fiber  for  making  the  warmest  "blankets,   is  scarce.    And  there  is  a  trend 

toward  simplification  of  "both  sizes  and  colors  to  conserve  la"bor  and  materials 

for  defense  purposes." 

Eowever,   signs  of  "blanket  quality  are  the  same,  according  to  the  U.  S. 
Departm.ent  of  Agriculture's  Bureau  of  Home  Economics.     They  give  the  following 
"blanket -buying  tips. 

First  of  all  find  out  what  the  blanket  is  made  of.     It  may  be  all  wool, 
part  wool,  or  all  cotton.     There  is  considerable  variety  in  the  part-wool  group. 
Eor  the  wool  may  range  from  5  to  98  percent  of  the  whole  and  the  other  'part'  may 
be  cotton,  rayon,  or  a  mixture  of  fibers. 

"The  more  wool,  the  warmer  the  blanket — if  the  wool  is  of  good  quality.  A 
part-wool  blanket  must  be  at  least  25  percent  v/ool  to  make  much  difference  in  its 
warmth  and  fluffiness. 

"Eind  out  how  the  blanket  is  made.     Hold  it  up  to  the  light  to  make  sure 
there  are  no  thick  and  thin  places.     The  thin  spots  soon  wear  out.     Look  at  the 
underlying  weave.     This  should  be  regular  all  over,  yarns  smooth,   even,  sp'-sced 
regularly,  and  close  together.     Crosswise  threads  should  be  parallel  to  the  ends 
of  the  blanlcets  and  lengthwise  threads  parallel  to  the  sides.    Any  contrasting 
borders,   stripes,  or  plaids  should  be  of  the  same  fiber  and  woven  in  the  same  way 
as  the  rest  of  the  blanket. 

"For  a  double  bed,  a  blanket  needs  to  be  at  least  72  by  84  inches  to  allow 
plenty  of  room  for  "tuck-ins."    For  a  single  bed,  63  by  84  is  the  minimum  satis- 
factory size.    And  for  a  twin  bed,   the  blanket  needs  to  be  at  least  66  by  84  inches. 

"Read  labels  for  facts  about  'hidden  qualities'  of  the  blanket.     For  in- 
stance, facts  about  breaking  strength  of  both  the  crosswise  and  lengthv/ise  yarns 
and  figures  on  the  v/eight  of  the  blanket  help  you  to  compare  the  quality  of  differ- 
ent blanlcets  in  the  same  price  range." 
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